TIME to ACT!

The Campaign to Revitalize Masquers Playhouse
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“

The Masquers has been an icon in Richmond for decades,
participating in community events far beyond just the
Playhouse. It has been an important part of the local
economy, attracting patrons who eat and drink before and
after productions and visit other local businesses.
The Masquers has also been a gateway for many young
people to get into the performing arts. The community
is really missing the Masquers and looking forward to it
coming back.

“

—Tom Butt, Mayor of Richmond

“
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You can play a leading
role in bringing
Masquers Playhouse
back to life!
Restoring the Masquers Playhouse is your opportunity to
save a beloved community icon, provide space for inspiring
performances, and help support other businesses in our
area. For those who have grown to treasure us for artistic
excellence and productions that start conversations with
audiences of all ages, the Masquers is a gem.

Join us in revitalizing
our beloved theater.
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Prologue
Who could have predicted that a feisty upstart theater would evolve
into a treasured Point Richmond institution? From our founding in
1955 and early years under the leadership of Jo Camp, Masquers has
distinguished itself as a place for lively theater.
A Year With Frog and Toad
“Where else can you see ‘The
Lieutenant of Inishmore,’ a laughout-loud, deeply disturbing rebuke
on violence, and the next week
watch ‘A Year with Frog and Toad,’
a whimsical musical about the woodland adventures of a worrywart toad
and a perky frog?
Masquers Playhouse, like the
community of Point Richmond, is
delightfully eclectic, unapologetically
spirited and irresistibly creative.”
—John Maio, Director

The Real Inspector Hound
“Masquers Forever! These folks
have been in Point Richmond
for SO long! Let’s not let it fade
away!”
—Kit Eakle, Point Richmond
musician and resident
4

Our unique membership model, along with an all-volunteer board
and staff, has given us a solid fiscal footing. Masquers administration
keeps overhead costs down and fosters a deeply engaged community
committed to the organization’s success.
In our intimate performance space, we’ve produced shows almost
nonstop. Our mix of experimental pieces, well-known favorites,
full-on productions, and minimally-staged plays enhances the quality
of life for residents, strengthens the economy, and contributes to the
rich cultural identity of Point Richmond and the greater Bay Area.

Act I: Restore
Since the discovery of a cracked main beam in early 2016,
we’ve been immersed in studying, learning what questions to ask,
and listening to building repair experts.
Months of planning have resulted in a partnership with Interactive
Resources, a highly reputable, local architecture and engineering firm

Androcles and the Lion

with a deep well of knowledge on historical buildings and Point Richmond. Working together, we’ll assemble a professional team that will

“Masquers Playhouse is my ‘home

repair our theater quickly and safely.

theater.’ I love to be onstage, but

The designers at Interactive Resources have drawn up a plan to replace

crew, sweep the front ‘stoop,’ or

the cracked beam that also eliminates the need for the vertical post
in audience seating. Though this post was quirky and unique to the
Masquers, we’re glad to see it go, as its removal will mean improved
sightlines for all and the addition of two seats.

I’m also happy to be on a cleanup
work lobby duty. It’s because I, like
so many others, love the home that
is Masquers Playhouse.”
—Shay Oglesby-Smith, Actor

Our exciting revitalization of the theater also includes improving one
restroom to make it accessible to those with physical challenges.
The lobby will get a makeover complete with new paint, new carpet
and updated fixtures. From the moment patrons walk through our
front doors, they will find an inviting atmosphere and a warm space
for connection and community.
Masquers and Interactive Resources are an ideal partnership. We share a
love for the look and feel of historic downtown Point Richmond, and
will ensure that the playhouse stays an indelible part of Park Place’s
physical and cultural landscape.

The Laramie Project
“I appreciate that they don’t
always do run-of-the-mill shows.”
“‘The Laramie Project’ was fantastic.”
—Bert and Ronda Swerer, subscribers
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Act II: Revitalize
Our jewel box of a space has been the setting for memorable shows with
a big reach. Thanks to your enthusiasm and support, we’ve consistently
filled the calendar—and the house—with productions both large and
small. With our fresh look and renewed spirit, we’ll pick up right where
An Appalachian Christmas

we left off and produce a full slate of plays.
Our balanced offering of shows, produced by experienced Bay Area

The Reverend Doctor Robert Fitch, Dean
of Students at Pacific School of Religion
in Berkeley where I attended seminary,
attended the Masquers Playhouse for
years. I have followed in his footsteps as a
clergy supporter of the Masquers, and
I am eager to see the theater restored and
reopened.

directors and technicians, are the foundation of our season. Around
those five musicals, dramas, mysteries, and comedies we present blackbox style Envisions productions, brand new works presented “readers
theater” style by our Off the Page program, and the Stage One summer
program for kids. Add to that the popular concert-style Songbook
Series musicals, and you’ve got an eclectic season packed with something that appeals to just about everyone.

—Reverend Dan Damon, FHS

Act III: Re-imagine
We foresee the theater as a hub of innovation and collaboration,
a place that will draw deeply upon our community’s rich history and
abundance of talent.

The Gamester
“As a costume designer, I can’t imagine
doing my job without the Masquers
costume shop. They have an amazing
stock to pull from and are the most
affordable shop for rentals. Without
the Masquers, countless school groups,
churches, and small theaters wouldn’t
be able to costume their shows.”
—Tammy Berlin, Independent Designer
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With the funds raised, we’ll further modernize the building so we can
implement programs and initiatives. Through outreach and community
engagement, we’ll grow membership. Finding new and creative ways to
engage younger audiences and actors will ensure Masquers’ future.
We’ll also establish a culture of giving to other local nonprofits, because
we’re all members of an extended family.
We’ll think big; discussing the wants, needs, and “This is crazy but . . .”
scenarios for creating a theater with programs that are sustainable and
original; but we’ll always stay true to our Point Richmond roots.

Casting call
Step into your spotlight and claim your moment! Your generous
gift will be the start of an exciting new act for our theater and set
a leadership example. With you in our cast, we’ll put into motion
the process of setting a construction schedule, determining a
re-open date, and raising the curtain on a brand new season.
Once fully restored, Masquers Playhouse will again be a vital part
of Point Richmond and the East Bay.
Gifts of all sizes are welcomed and appreciated and can be pledged
over a period of up to two years. Recognition opportunities start
at $1,000. In addition to outright gifts and pledges, we can accept
gifts of stock, securities and real estate. To discuss your giving
options, contact Masquers Managing Director Carl Smith, or
Board President Fran Smith, at (510) 232-3888. You can also email
us at rebuild@masquers.org.

Our mission
The Masquers Playhouse, Inc., is a volunteer, non-profit,
community theater that produces and stages affordable plays
and other live theatrical events for the entertainment and
cultural enhancement of the greater Bay Area. It provides a
creative outlet for amateur theater people, exercises sound
financial management, encourages audience participation and
involvement, and seeks to foster a strong community identity.
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Bravo!

Your support of Masquers Playhouse makes you a star.

The Kitchen Witches

PO Box 71037
Point Richmond, CA, 94807
www.masquers.org
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